THERE IS A QUIET, but growing unease across
Asia about the conduct of America in this region.
From cabinet meetings to academic gatherings
and even among the general public, attitudes
toward American power and its role in Asia are
being re-examined. While much of this soul-
searching has been a reaction to the policies of
US President George W. Bush — especially those
driven by neoconservatives — the roots go back
to America’s long and often positive, but some-
times ambivalent, engagement with the region.
It comes at a time when China and India are
reemerging as powerful nations, and Japan is
regaining its confidence and economic prowess.

In this third issue of Global Asia, a journal of
the East Asia Foundation, we explore the his-
torical and contemporary foundations of Asia’s
views on the purpose of American power in this
region. The essays in our cover story sometimes
evoke the sharp anguish of a close friend who
feels betrayed, or the bewilderment of some-
one who is seeking to make sense of a relation-
ship that isn’t quite going the way it should. But
these essays also contain constructive policy
suggestions. They speak to what Asia wants,
and expects, of America.

We are pleased that with this Fall issue of Glo-
bal Asia, we have begun to publish quarterly. In
this issue you will also find a lively debate over
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the future of democratic reform in Hong Kong;
an eloquent essay on the way forward for Thai-
land by the leader of the country’s Democrat
Party; a look at the roots of the political stale-
mate in Burma; a compelling piece on the chal-
lenges of Asia’s aging population; an analysis of
the unintended consequences of nuclear non-
proliferation; a review of recent books on the
rise of China and India; and a summary of the
Atlantic Council’s report on North Korea.

In our Winter issue of Global Asia, we will fea-
ture an in-depth look at climate change and the
challenges it poses for policy makers, businesses
and communities across Asia.

We welcome your comments and suggestions
on Global Asia, and invite you to subscribe. As
we said in our previous issues, our aim is to
provide a compelling, serious, and responsible
forum for distinguished thinkers, policymakers,
political leaders and business people to debate
the most important issues in Asia today.

We are deeply grateful to you for the many
positive comments we have received on our
previous issues. You can look forward to many
more compelling issues in the future.

As always, let us know what you think. You
can email us at editorial@globalasia.org.

Sincerely yours,

David Plott
Managing Editor



